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short winter day was wearing away and all haste was
needed if the enemy were not to escape.
At 2 P.M. the French fleet, still retiring shorewards,
began firing on the leading English ships, the Warspite
Battle of 74 and the Dorsetshire 70, and by half-past
BaibeN°on two ^e Reven£e 64, Magnanime 74, Tor-
vemberao. bay 74, Montague 60, Resolution 74, Swift-
sure 70, and Defiance 60, had also come into action. A
tremendous cannonading then commenced, and as long-
as daylight lasted the battle raged with great fury, so near
the coast that c 10,000 persons on the shore were the sad
spectators of the white flag's disgrace.7
Hawke himself, on the Royal George of 100 guns
and 880 men, did not get into action till near 4 o'clock.
When he came up the Formidable hauled down her
colours to him ; she had been subdued by the Resolution,
but the French vice-admiral was on board of her, and he
made it a point of honour to strike to the English
admiral. The Royal George then held on her course,
The Royal passing through the French ships without re-
George, turning their fire, and going straight for the
great Soleil Royal of 80 guns and 1200 men, on which
M. de Conflans hoisted his flag. The Soleil Royal was
in the midst of the shoals, and the master of the Royal
George pointed out to Hawke the danger he ran in
following her. Hawke replied, 'You have done your
duty in this remonstrance ; you are now to obey my
orders and lay me alongside of the French admiral.'
After exchanging a few broadsides the Soleil Royal*
sheered off, but other French ships closed round the
English . admiral, and the Royal George was at one
time engaged with seven ships at once, but the firing was
so wild that only thirty or forty shots hit her, while she
sank the French Superb.
By nightfall two French ships} the Thdse'e 74, and

